Question and Answers with Shaykh
Rabr bin Hadi Regarding False
Labelling of Salafis as “Sa‘afiqah”

A Meeting with Brothers from Tunisia on the 29th night of
Jumada al-Akhirah 1439H.

All praise is due to Allah, and may salat and salam be upon
the Messenger of Allah. Allah granted us favour by [enabling
us to] visit to the Land of the Two Sanctuaries in order to
perform ‘Umrah and facilitated for us a meeting with our
Shaykh, al-‘Allamah, the father, Rab1* bin Hadr al-Madkhalr.
This was on the 29th night of Jumada al-Akhirah 1439H. We
and some of our brothers from Tunisia were advised with
some precious pieces of advice which took the form of
questions and answers. These are the most important of
them:

The first question: “Our Shaykh, may Allah preserve you,
there are some youth present in Tunisia who revile their
brothers and say of them [that they are] ‘Sa‘afigah’ (paupers
in knowledge), and ‘Zaanif’ (riff-raff) and they show
partisanship towards Shaykh Muhammad bin Hadi.”



Shaykh Rabr': “Shaykh Muhammad bin Hadi does not have
any evidence with him, and not even a half-piece of
evidence, “Say: Bring your evidence if you are truthful.”
(2:111). Use this verse as proof against them and its likes
and demand evidences from them. What are the
Sa‘afigah?!! They are those who have no knowledge. But
these [accused ones], they are teachers and they are
graduates from the university and they have doctorates and
masters [qualifications], and among them are those who
have [efforts] in da‘'wah. “Say: Bring your evidence if you
are truthful.” So if they are not truthful [in bringing these
evidences], then they are liars and oppressors. The one who
reviles people without evidence, this is lying. Do not speak
about anyone except with proofs and evidences as clear as
the sun. Muhammad bin Hadi does not have anything with
him, he has not even an iota of proof, there is only
oppression (zulm) therein.”

Questioner: “This tribulation has spread in Tunisia.”
Shaykh Rabr’: “This fitnah has torn apart Salafis across the

world, it has spread to every place and not just in your city
alone.”



The second question: “We have some youth who stumble
in every tribulation. A tribulation comes and he [succumbs
and] falls in it. Then he repents, and then another tribulation
comes, and he falls and then repents again and so on.”

Shaykh Rabr: “This is not befitting, tell them to hold back
[be patient] and not to be hasty, that they remain firm like
mountains.”

The third question: “How should the one who has fallen
into the likes of this and spoken [ill] of his brothers repent?”

Shaykh Rabr: “He should make repentance and then
apologise to the one whom he reviled.”

Questioner: “And if they wrote [such things] on the
Internet?”

Shaykh Rabri: “They are to repent and then publish their
apologies on these [same] pages [where they spoke ill of
others].”

The fourth question: “Our Shaykh, some of our brothers
who are students in Madinah [University], they left the
gatherings of Shaykh Muhammad bin Hadi and so they [the



followers of this oppressive way] announced a boycott of
them.”

Shaykh Rabi: “The ones who boycotted them are
oppressors. It was not befitting for them to do that. Those
who show bigotry towards falsehood and blindly-follow
without any proof or evidence, they are blind. And this is the
path of the people of desires.”

The fifth question: “Some of them—when we argue with
them and say there is no evidence—they say, ‘The

evidences will soon come’.

Shaykh Rabi: “Soon... soon... this is a lie, there are no
evidences. When they come with evidences then we are
with the evidence. However, speaking about people with
falsehood, then no. Shaykh Muhammad does not have any
evidences. He came with his speech and we read it, and we
did not find any [evidence] within it. These ones [whom he
spoke of] are university graduates, there are doctorates
among them, [but] he belittled his brothers and disfigured
their reputation without any proof or evidence. Do not accept
the speech of anyone who reviles the Salafis without any
proof and without any clarification. Be brothers, clinging
together like a single body, when one part of it complains, all



of the body reacts with sleeplessness and fever. Those who
show partisanship towards the speech of Muhammad bin
Hadi in falsehood and who blindly follow his speech in
falsehood without any evidence, they have been nurtured
upon an evil cultivation. They have not been nurtured upon
Salafiyyah. They have not been nurtured upon the cultivation
of Imam Ahmad, Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah, Ibn al-
Qayyim and others from the righteous Salaf.”

The sixth question: “When we speak to one of them, he
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says: ‘l am silent, | will not enter into this tribulation’.

Shaykh Rabr’: “It is obligatory upon them to stand against
falsehood, against oppression. Allah (J=s 5<) said: ‘If you aid
Allah’s [cause], then Allah will aid you and make your
feet firm'. (47:7)”

The seventh question: “When tribulations arise among
Salafis, who are the Shaykhs you advise that we return back
to.”

Shaykh Rabr: “You have Shaykh ‘Ubayd and Shaykh al-
Bukhari and come back to me, and those who traverse upon
their way from among the Salafis...”



Finally, the Shaykh advised us with unity and said: ‘Be firm,
do not be froth like the froth of the ocean’, he repeated this
three times. May Allah preserve our shaykh and father, Rabr*
bin Had1, grant him a pleasurable life and bless him in his
age and his knowledge, may Allah send salat and salam
upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and his
companions.

Those present in the gathering were a group of brothers,
from them: Ahmad Sagar, Sharif Musaddaq, Amin Lubayd,
Muhammad Mutaymit, Ridwan Majiyy.

This was read by our shaykh, al-Allamah Rabr* bin Hadr al-
Madkhali who granted permission for it to be published.
- Night of 1st Rajab 1439H
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